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Rugsian Troow Train Movements in NHorthern Poland. 13-~15 February 1949

&, On 13 February a troop train loft Gerdauen, Soviet Rast Pruscia, for
Berlin, I% consisted of 33 cars earrying Soviet troopg with violet
ghoulder tabs.,

b, On 14 February the same trein left Korsze (Korschen, R55/V00) with an
additional 28 cars carrying the seme type of Soviet troops, This 6l=
car train proceeded via Oleztyn (Allenstein) and Ostroda (Osterode)
o Ilewa (Deutsch Eylsu).

e¢. On 15 February a troop train left Ilawa and procceded to Pila
(Schneilder®hl) via Jablonowo (Gosslershausen) and Torun (Thorn). It
consisted of 60 cars with Soviet troons vearing black shoulder tabs.

d. The trains nentioned above carried about 25 or 30 ron per car. liogh
of the men seemed to be young recruits about 12 or 20 years old., They
had close-cropped hair and wore tatitered uniforms with ropes instead
of Jeather belts arcund their blouses. MNene of them knew their ultimote
destination in Germany.

mionk: It is difficult to distinsuish between Soviet troop trains
and ordinary freight trains sinee the same type of covered car is used for
both, The car used for troop transporte usually has a smell window (15 x 20 em)
and a stove plpe projecting from the side. The troop traine usually stop
at amall, out~of-the-imy stations in Poland to empty slop- pails and Gole out
food and drinking water. Ilever more than ten soldiers eccompanied by &
gergeant end an officer are allowed out of the ears to do the chores., liost
of the troop trains oross the border into Germenv at night, At each ma jor
gtop in Poland all the troops are counted and the train is thus sometimes
held up for hours. ‘ :
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